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Captain

 Mark J. Olson 

Commanding Officer Naval Base Kitsap

CAPT Olson assumed command of Naval Base Kitsap in June 2008.   Established in 2004, Naval Base Kitsap is the third largest installation in the United States Navy, covering nearly 11,000 acres in three states and home to more than 65 tenant commands.  

Originally from a small farming town in Minnesota, he graduated with distinction from the United States Naval Academy in 1983 as both a Burke and Trident Scholar, receiving a BS in Oceanography.

CAPT Olson served on USS TULLIBEE (SSN 597) home ported in Groton, CT from 1985 to 1988.  During his tour, TULLIBEE deployed to the Mediterranean Sea followed by final inactivation in Portsmouth, NH.   From 1988 to 1990, CAPT Olson served as Exercise and Operations Officer on the staff of Commander, Submarine Group 8 in Naples, Italy.


In 1991, CAPT Olson reported to Pearl Harbor, HI as Engineer Officer onboard USS HELENA (SSN 725).  During his tour, HELENA deployed to the Western Pacific and Arabian Gulf.  In July 1994, CAPT Olson transferred to Mare Island Naval Shipyard, where he served as the Officer in Charge of Submarine Development Group One. During the tour, he supervised the relocation of the command detachments and USS PARCHE (SSN 683) to Bangor, WA.

In 1996, CAPT Olson reported as Executive Officer of USS OHIO (SSBN 726)(GOLD) home ported in Bangor, WA and completed three strategic deterrent patrols.   In 1998, CAPT Olson reported to the Bureau of Naval Personnel in Millington, TN where he served as Executive Officer/Post Executive Officer Detailer and Submarine Placement Officer. He also received a Master of Arts degree from the University of Memphis.

CAPT Olson assumed command of USS HENRY M. JACKSON (BLUE) on 1 June 2001.  During his tour, his crew completed five strategic deterrent patrols and received nine command awards including the Submarine Group Nine Command Excellence Award for best crew.

From 2004 to 2006, CAPT Olson served as Deputy Commander for Submarine Squadrons ONE and SEVEN in Pearl Harbor, HI.  From 2006 to 2008, he served as the Division Chief for Intelligence, Surveillance, Reconnaissance and Space Future Capabilities at US Strategic Command in Omaha, NE. In 2008, he studied as a Senior Executive Fellow at the Harvard Kennedy School of Government and in 2009, he completed a Masters in Engineering Management from Old Dominion University.
CAPT Olson has been awarded the Defense Superior Service Medal, Legion of Merit (2 awards), Meritorious Service Medal (2 awards), Navy Commendation Medal (5 awards), Navy Achievement Medal (3 awards) and various campaign and unit awards.   He is married to the former Ermelinda Garza of Ingleside, TX and has two children, Jessica and Robert who live in Washington State.
